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Warren, Ohio 

 

M I N U T E S 

REGULAR MEETING 

WARREN CITY COUNCIL 

 

February 11, 2015 

 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER   The regular meeting of Warren City Council was called to order by  

President of Council James Graham in Warren City Council Chambers at 

7:00 PM 141 South St. SE Warren, Ohio. 

 

PLEDGE/ INVOCATION  John Brown, 3rd Ward Councilman asked Captain Don Vanmeter from the  

Ohio 105th Reenactment Group to opened the meeting with prayer followed 

by the Pledge of Allegiance directed by Sgt. Thomas. 

 

ROLL CALL  MEMBERS PRESENT: Brown, Bartholomew, Flask, Saffold, Colbert, 

Valesky, Sferra, Rucker, Larson, Novak 

 

PREVIOUS MINUTES  Motion Valesky, second Novak to accept the minutes of the previous 

meeting as recorded by our Council Clerk and suspend with the reading of 

same.  Viva Voice 10 yes, 0 no. Motion passed. 

 

OFFICIALS PRESENT: Mayor Franklin, Law Director Hicks, Auditor Griffing, 

Treasurer Homlitas 

 

DEPARTMENT HEADS  Chief Merkel, Chief Nussle, Bob Davis, Bob Pinti, Mike Keys, LeeAnn 

Obrien, Paul Makosky, Ed Haller  

 

ABSENT: Brian Massucci, James Black, Gaffney 

 

REPORTS 

 

MAYOR MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you Mr. President.  First of all 

I’d like to congratulate Council- one of our own Councilwoman 

Cheryl Saffold for being inducted into the African American 

Hall of Fame – African American Achievers Hall of Fame 

Saturday.  And just as a note the ceremony will be at 6 PM at 

Divesti’s Banquet Hall and the keynote speaker is Pastor Vince 

Peterson.  And the President of that organization is our own 

Robert Davis.  So I ask everybody to join us in this special 

celebration and congratulations Cheryl. 

 

MISS SAFFOLD: Thank you. 

 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Also, I’d like to just acknowledge 

we’ve been going through a tough winter and we’re bracing 

ourselves and preparing ourselves for some more frigid 

temperatures and additional  snowfall.  But it’s often 

overlooked about the work and business and professionalism of 

our Environmental Services workers.  This is probably more 

challenging in this kind of weather, these kind of temperatures, 

with this kind of snowfall for them to do their job.  But they’ve 

done it so seamlessly without any complaints or any service 

interruptions.  So I just want to tell LeAnn to thank your guys 

on behalf of all of us here.  In addition to that, in closing I’d just 

like for all of you to keep Mayor Michael Collins, the Mayor 

from Toledo, who I have gotten to know for the last three years.  

He just passed Sunday.  He was out checking the streets of 

Toledo and went into cardiac arrest and passed Sunday.  So  
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keep him and his family and the City of Toledo in your prayers. 

Thank you Mr. President. 

 

LAW DIRECTOR   MR. HICKS: Thank you Mr. President. No report this evening. 

 

AUDITOR    MR .GRIFFING: Thank you Mr. President. I just request  

Council’s support on the passage of Draft 3496 and 3497. 

Thank you. 

 

TREASURER   MR. HOMLITAS: Thank you Mr. President. No report this  

     evening. 

 

DIRECTOR    MR. CANTALMESSA: Thank you Mr. President. No report  

     this evening. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

NONE 

 

DEPARTMENT HEADS 

 

WATER    BOB DAVIS: Thank you Mr. President. I just really want to say  

that the African American Achievers Hall of Fame is February 

28th next Saturday not this Saturday coming up. So, just so that 

everybody understands.  Don’t go this Saturday. I blame 

Cheryl. Thank you. 

 

PUBLIC SPEAKING 

 

PIERSON J. BUTCHER JR.- 1194 ADELAIDE ST. NE. UNIT A, WARREN 444834: He spoke 

on out sourcing. He said it’s not always good. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE COMPLETE CONTEXT OF THE ABOVE SPEAKERS AND ANY 

COMMENTS THAT WERE MADE ARE ON TAPE ON FILE IN THE CLERK OF COUNCIL’S  

OFFICE. 

 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

TRAFFIC &    MR. LARSON:  Thank you Mr. President.  No report tonight. 

 SAFETY     

 

OPERATIONS   MR. NOVAK: Thank you Mr. President. No report. 

 

STRATEGIC PLANNING  MR. BROWN:  Thank you Mr. President.  I just wanted to 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT remind everyone that the 4th Annual Business Summit that will  

taking place Wednesday April 15th at Raymond John Wean 

Foundation building at 147 West Market Street. You will be 

learning about grant writing development, fit business plans and 

web development.  Call City Hall for your reservations and that 

begins on Wednesday April 15th.   Thank you. 

 

ENGINEERING, PLANNING MR. BARTHOLOMEW:  Thank you Mr. President.  West 

& BUILDING Market Street Resurfacing Project is now complete with the  

specifications. It’s going to cover 2.4 miles between the 

Western Corporation limit near Lovers Lane and Main Street.  

Concrete will be repaired. Manholes, water valves and inlets 

will be adjusted. The pavement (inaudible) will be completed.  

The project has an estimated cost of 1.25 million dollars. 

Federal funds are going to cover 80% of that project and 20% of 

the local share will be covered by the OPWC; the Public Works  
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Commission.  The City (inaudible) in the spring we are hoping 

to done  sometime late summer, early fall of this year so all of 

the potholes on West Market Street should be done by then.  

 

Also, electrical maintenance; the city will seek to renew the 

electrical maintenance agreement for the 2015 calendar year. 

The annual contract is an amount of $166,000 dollars and is 

held by Main Lite Electric right now. 

 

And also, the street sweeping; we will need to find or not need 

to find but we will need to renegotiate a new contract.  We have 

to put it back out to bid.  The original contractor – Everbrite has 

shown their attempts to not seek renewal of this contract siting 

that this will cost that will be incurred with sweeping and 

disposal of our ice control materials.  So we’re looking to 

probably up that contract anywhere from ten to fifteen thousand 

dollar more on top of the $,8000.00 dollars.  Thank you Mr. 

President. 

 

LEGISLATION/WPC MR. FLASK: Thank you Mr. President. The Legislative and the 

Water/Water Pollution Control Committees met Thursday the 

5th to discuss the Winn Program.  We discussed some home 

buying incentives.  I will be seeking more information and 

calling another meeting.  The Minutes are on file in the Clerk’s 

office. Thank you. 

 

COMMUNITY  

DEVELOPMENT MISS SAFFOLD: Thank you Mr. President. No report however 

I would like to remind all Council Members that the Chamber 

of Commerce will be sponsoring a session tomorrow at 1:30 at 

the Trumbull Business College that will be dealing with 

economic development issues, how companies go about 

selecting sites in terms of moving into a city, and it will also 

address job creation. Thank you. 

 

FINANCE MR. COLBERT: Thank you Mr. President. In regards to the 

Finance, the Finance Committee met on Monday to discuss 

legislation before us.   I would ask my colleague for support 

3496 as well as 3497. 

 

POLICE & FIRE MR. COLBERT: Wednesday February 18th  I’ll be calling a 

meeting of the Police and Fire Committee to discuss the 

possibility allowing our Administration to enter into contract 

negotiations with the County in regards to our 911 dispatchers. I 

request for the call Chief Nussle, Chief Merkel, I have been in 

contact with Chief Cook from the County, our Mayor, our 

Director, our Law Director, our Auditor, as well as 

representation from Human Resources, and all Council 

Members as well. Thank you. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES MR. VALESKY: Thank you Mr. President. No formal report 

this evening. 

 

WATER/WPC   MR. SFERRA: Thank you Mr. President. No report. 

 

HEALTH & WELFARE MRS. RUCKER: Thank you Mr. President. I just want to 

remind all Council Members there’s a NOTICE in your packet 

concerning Warren Heritage Center. They will – we will be 

doing our Black History in the City of Warren and presenters 

will be myself and Mayor Franklin and historian Wendell Long.   

It will be for two evenings on Monday February 16th and 

Tuesday February 17th both at 6:30 PM at the Kinsman House.  
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It’s an opportunity for you to also have a sneak preview of some 

of the (inaudible).  I yield the rest of my time to Mr. Valesky if  

you’d like to add any other comments.  He’s the President of the 

Warren Heritage Center. 

 

MR. VALESKY: Helen you did a mighty fine job.  Thank you.  

It’s one of two evenings. It looks like the first evening; which is 

a Monday evening is going to be fairly well packed.  We’re 

going to have a lot of people there.  Also that evening we will 

be honoring our beloved Judy Toles with 44 years of service 

with the Trumbull County Board of Elections and honor over 

four decades of community service. And coincidently, that 

Monday evening happens to be her birthday.   So that’s going t 

be a special evening for all.  And then also the Tuesday evening 

event; which I expect to be less crowded so if you plan on 

coming there’s – each of you have an invitation in you packet 

and to you folks in the audience there should be invitations up 

on the table if you’d like to take one.  We’d love to see all of 

you there.  Thank you. 

 

MRS. RUCKER: One thing Mr. President. 

 

PRESIDENT GRAHAM: Yes? 

 

MRS. RUCKER: The purpose of the Warren Heritage Center is 

to tell the history of our City and to use the history of each 

group that came to Warren; whether it’s African Americans or 

Greek, or Italians or who . And it’s a great honor for us to spear 

head starting with Black History.  But it’s informative because- 

and you really want to be there because you want to know why 

we came to this city and what really brought us here, why we 

stayed here and who the notable people (inaudible)  and how 

African Americans impacted the City of Warren.  So it’s a great 

story and Wendell will be talking about the story of the 

underground railroad also. So, it’s a great story, it’s some great 

people that you want to hear about and refreshments will be 

served. Thank you Mr. President. 

 

MR. NOVAK: Thank you Mr. President. I’d just like to quickly 

to make Jim and Helen aware. I would like to make a 

presentation to the Heritage Center if they are ready to 

accommodate them of the 1915 through 1925 Warren High 

School Echos.  And this is preceding Warren G. Harding. And I 

would like to have those down there for the people’s ability to 

can use it for research or whatever.   

 

And I’m also compiling a mass- a very large amount of Echos 

yearbooks and also a lot from Reserve also too that can be put 

down there so people to utilize them to look through and look at 

a lot of their parents and relatives and when they went to school. 

Cause they’re quite interesting when you look at the warriors 

and it’s noted and there’s even the two years in the year books 

that Harding during World War II did not have regular covers.  

They just had a manila cover on them because of the war effort.  

And it shows scrap drives and actually in the 46, 47, 48 a lot of 

the men and women that went into the service came back and 

finished high school and went to high school and graduated and 

they were put in those books showing they graduated and they 

were all in their uniforms; something I’ve never seen.   
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So that’s something I would think a lot of people weren’t  aware 

of.  Plus they had- in Warren G. Harding High School where all 

of the people that came here did not speak English, that is where  

they were taught English in Warren G. Harding High School.  

So there’s a lot of good information there. Thank you Mr. 

President.  

 

MR. VALESKY: Thank you Mr. President. I just- Councilman 

Novak, I just want to thank you for your generosity and I know 

that you’ve always been interested in the history of Warren 

(inaudible).  Thank you. 

 

LEGISLATION FOR SUSPENSION AND PASSAGE 

 

DRAFT 3496    An ordinance for the purpose of: appropriating from the  

APPROPRIATIONS  unappropriated, anticipated 2015 receipts of certain city funds 

and appropriated from the unappropriated, unencumbered 

balances of various city funds and declaring an emergency. 

 

Mr. Colbert requests the clerk to read the title on Draft 3496. 

 

READ     Clerk reads the same. 

 

MOTION-SUSPEND   Motion Colbert, second Saffold to suspend the rule requiring  

     three readings on Draft 3496. 

 

ROLL CALL    YES: Brown, Bartholomew, Flask, Saffold, Colbert, Valesky,  

     Sferra, Rucker, Larson, Novak 

  

     NO: None 

 

MOTION PASSED   10 Yes, 0 No. Motion passed. 

 

MOTION- PASSAGE  Motion Colbert, second Saffold to pass Draft 3496 as an  

     emergency. 

 

REMARKS 

 

MR. FLASK: Thank you Mr. President. Now this is in regards 

to the storm water capital fund in this piece. This is a long time 

coming for residents in my ward. But I- however if you would 

could you give me a rough idea of the time frame now that this 

is being appropriated that were going to see the project in place? 

 

 MR. HALLER:  I don’t  know that I’ve got a specific time 

frame.  I know that we have not been able to move forward with 

initiating until we have this encumbered.  But we have them 

ready to mobilized as soon as we have that – the funds 

encumbered.  

 

MR. FLASK:  So, the engineering and everything is done just 

waiting for the funds? 

 

MR. HALLER:  That is my understanding. 

 

MR. FLASK: You know this is for Council and the Members 

that may not have been here this is something that goes with 

seven projects that Council had the study done to find out the 

worst areas of flooding in the city in ten years.  And there is still 

more projects that come after this. 
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I don’t know what the delay was with the funding for this 

project.  I know that this was supposed to be I believe by the  

end of last year.  But I’m happy to see it here and know that it’s 

going to be done.  Thank you Mr. President. 

 

MR. NOVAK:  Thank you Mr. President.  I just want to concur 

with Councilman Flask.  As he can remember we had a lot of 

very emotional meetings concerning those hard hit areas over 

there with the flooding that took place. There was a big issue  

when the Country Club South projects were built and additions 

and other buildings were put on at the St. Joseph Center also.   

And I’m sure that there’s probably one person (inaudible) Mr. 

Capito.  Because I remember he was always down here and was 

always concerned and I spent all of that time on the phone with 

that man.  And hopefully a lot of those long time residents over 

there will be glad to see this done.  It’s been a long time 

coming.  Thank you Mr. President. 

 

ROLL CALL    YES: Brown, Bartholomew, Flask, Saffold, Colbert, Valesky,  

     Sferra, Rucker, Larson, Novak 

 

     NO: None 

  

MOTION PASSED   10 Yes, 0 No.  Motion passed. 

ORD. 12580/15 Draft 3496 is now Ordinance 12580/15. 

 

DRAFT 3497 An ordinance for the purpose of authorizing the payment of 

PAYMENT OF ORDERS specific orders or contracts upon receipt of certification of the 

OR CONTRACTS Fiscal Officer of the sufficiency of funds for said expenditures, 

and declaring an emergency. 

 

Mr. Colbert requests the clerk to read the title on Draft 3497. 

 

READ     Clerk reads the same. 

 

MOTION-SUSPEND Motion Colbert, second Bartholomew to suspend the rule 

requiring three readings on Draft 3497.  

 

ROLL CALL YES: Brown, Bartholomew, Flask, Saffold, Colbert, Valesky, 

Sferra, Rucker, Larson, Novak 

 

     NO: None 

 

MOTION PASSED    10 Yes, 0 No. Motion passed. 

 

MOTION-PASSAGE  Motion Colbert, second Flask to pass Draft 3497 as an  

     emergency. 

 

     REMARKS 

 

     None. 

 

ROLL CALL    YES:  Brown, Bartholomew, Flask, Saffold, Colbert, Valesky,  

     Sferra, Rucker, Larson, Novak 

 

     NO: None  

 

MOTION PASSED   10 Yes, 0 No. Motion passed. 

ORD. 12581/15   Draft 3497 is now Ordinance 12581/15. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

 

         No miscellaneous.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 7:19 PM 

 

MOTION-ADJOURN   Motion Colbert, second Sferra to adjourn the meeting. 

 

     VIVA VOICE 10 YES, 0 NO.  Motion passed.   

 

 

 

 

      ___________________________________ 

      James Graham, President of Council 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Brenda Smith, Clerk of Council 

 


