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Street Crimes Unit 

The Warren Police Department Street Crimes Unit was first 
created in 2013 after Chief Eric J. Merkel had been appointed 
Chief of Police. With the creation of this unit, the Police 
Department has been afforded the opportunity to see a 
reduction in crime attributed to narcotics and crimes of 
violence.  

The Street Crimes Unit (SCU) is a specialized unit that’s purpose 
is to disrupt narcotic and violent crime through a multi-faceted 
approach utilizing Targeted Clandestine Operations. This effort, 
combined with long thorough investigations, leads to the 
acquisition and execution of Search Warrants that have proven 
successful in the apprehension of countless serious violent 
criminal offenders and narcotic traffickers.   

SCU (in 2016) recovered 24 firearms executing 12 Search Warrants while dismantling 4 Meth Labs. Cash Deposits into 
accounts are as follows: 

- LOCAL:   $ 76,001.00 
- FEDERAL: $ 79,996.60 

As explained in 2015, the Heroin Epidemic is upon us. As such, members of SCU serve a critical role in the investigation 
of unintended deaths resulting from drug overdoses. Their information into the narcotics network has afforded the 
Warren Police Department a clearer picture while attempting to seek prosecution to those who bear responsibility in 
the death of another. 

Officers (Department-wide) continue with the regular administering of Naloxone or “Narcan” to persons suffering from a 
narcotic overdose since its inception in May of 2015. This group initiative of first responders (Police Officers / Medical 
Personnel) has saved and continues to save countless lives.  

 
YEAw 

Total 
bAwCAb IbCI5EbTS 

2015 20 

2016 94 
There has been an Agency-Wide effort to curb the possession of and trafficking of narcotics. An increased presence with 
our available resources has afforded personnel to saturate areas where narcotics have been noted (through intelligence 
sources) as more prevalent. Using GIS Data (Geographic Information System) through arrests locations, our Agency is 
able to plot out historical data on a city-wide map delineated by three felony drug categories: Heroin, Cocaine & Crack. 

While this data doesn’t necessarily depict havens for substance abusers, it is an accurate reflection of narcotics arrests 
through an Officer Contact while conducting an investigation. (Data provided below)  

Drug Arrest Location Data provided by City of Warren Engineering – Ruth Ann Wissinger. 
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GT = Grand Total
Ind = Individual

GT Ind % GT Ind %

60 47% 51 42%
36 28% 41 34%
10 8% 10 8%
1 1% 0 0%
2 2% 3 2%
5 4% 14 11%

11 9% 0 0%
2 2% 3 2%

6 33% 5 33%
8 44% 6 40%
2 11% 4 27%
0 0 0%
1 6% 0 0%
1 6% 0 0%

2 3% 1 2%

0 0% 0 0%

0 0% 0 0%

2 3% 1 2%

42 55% 30 53%

31 40% 25 44%

Heroin Possession 51 26.29%

Cocaine Possession 41 21.13%

Marijuana Possession 10 5.15%

Hydrocodone Possession 3 1.55%

Oxycodone Possession 14 7.22%

Dangerous Drug 3 1.55%

Heroin Trafficking 5 2.58%

Cocaine Trafficking 6 3.09%

Marijuana Trafficking 4 2.06%

Assembly of Meth Lab 1 0.52%

Permitting Drug Abuse 1 0.52%

Drug Abuse Instruments 30 15.46%

Drug Paraphernalia 25 12.89%
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Citizen’s Awareness Academy 
The Warren Police Department Citizen’s Police Awareness Academy was founded in October 2011 with the main 
objective of giving the citizens of Warren and Trumbull County a better understanding of the policies and procedures of 
local law enforcement and the Warren Police Department. The end result is better Community & Police Relations. The 
academy is not designed to make any citizen a police officer, but was created as a learning tool that will give the public a 
better understanding of the dangers and decisions officers face on a daily basis. The academy is a free six (6) week 
course that covers the internal workings of the department by the men and women of the Warren Police Department. 
Since our inception in 2011, we have graduated 343 Citizens in 17 Classes. 
 
2016 – Two Academy Sessions  

- Class 16: March – May 2016   11 Graduates 
- Class 17: September – November 2016  13 Graduates 
- Class 18: March 2017    Upcoming 

 
Instructors included WPD Supervisors, Patrolman, Investigators, Warren Municipal Court Prosecutors, Ohio State 
Highway Patrol Supervision, the US Marshal Service, Trumbull County Sheriff’s Department, elected officials and 
members of our Community. Every Division of the Warren Police Department was represented and the function 
detailed. All academy students gave high marks on their presentations on the course evaluation.  
 
Each student of the academy received a copy of the material covered in 2016. The material begins with the application 
process, power point presentations, class schedule, topics covered and finally the graduate’s diploma. Below are specific 
talking points that have been detailed each class: 

- Introduction & meet the Administration 
- WPD Statistics / Chain of Command 
- Emergency Services Division 
- Criminal Investigations Division 
- Canine Unit 
- Traffic Services Division 
- Street Crimes Unit 
- Student Resource Officers 
- Crime Scene Unit 
- Internal Affairs Division 
- Crimes Against Children 
- Sexual Assault Crimes 
- Jail Tour – Trumbull County Sherriff’s Office 
- Tactical Entry Team 
- Tour of Trumbull County 911 Communications Center 
- Prosecutor’s Office / Legal Discussion 

 
Additionally, each graduate is afforded the opportunity to participate in the Ride-Along Program where civilians are able 
to ride in Patrol Cruisers while officers answer calls / make arrests. This allows the students to visually comprehend the 
internal operations of our department after having learned it in-class.  
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Authorization (Sign-Off) Sheet 

2016 
 
  

The listed Division Commanders and the Chief of Police have read and acknowledge the 
accuracy of this 2016 Warren Police Department Annual Report. We acknowledge that this 
report accurately reflects the activities of the Warren Police Department for the year of 2016. 

 
 
 
 
  
 
         Commander – Emergency Services Division 
   Captain Janice Gilmore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Commander – Criminal Investigations Division 
   Captain Robert Massucci 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Chief of Police 
   Chief Eric J. Merkel 
 

 

 

 

 


